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The Leeds Library Poets:
One Month, One Pamphlet

The Leeds Library Poets is a focused five-week
course designed for people who want to make
dedicated time for their writing. Working within a
structured and supportive workshop group,
participants will develop a coherent pamphlet-length
manuscript of between 15 and 36 pages.

Working towards a clear outcome within a defined
timeframe, participants will write new poems,
sharpen existing ones, and develop the editorial and
sequencing skills needed to shape a pamphlet draft.
The course culminates in a celebratory reading,
where participants will share work from their
manuscripts and discuss next steps for revision and
publication. 28-day Access Membership of the Leeds
Library is included as part of the course.

All proceeds will go towards the Leeds Library, a
Charity registered in England and Wales, number
1114 386.

If you have any individual needs, do get in touch, and
we will be happy to discuss how we might make the
course as accessible and enjoyable as possible for all
participants.



The Leeds Library Poets:
One Month, One Pamphlet

Course aims

The course is designed to help participants:

e write regularly within a supportive structure

« write new poems and re-visit existing work

o identify themes that interest them and build
confidence to explore them further

« develop confidence in sequencing and editing a
pamphlet-length manuscript

« complete a draft of a poetry pamphlet of
between 15 and 36 printed pages

o practice reading/performing for live audiences

o submit work for publication

Who the course is for

This course is aimed at intermediate and experienced
poets who already have some experience of writing
poetry and want to develop a more sustained body
of work. That doesn’t mean you’ve published books
(or even individual poems); just that you have
written quite a few poems and have experience
editing them.



This course would be particularly suitable for you if:

e you have accumulated poems but struggle to shape
them into a collection

e you’re looking for a project after a period away from
Wigld[gle

e you are considering pamphlet publication

e« you Want dedicated time and structure to spend with
your writing

The course is not intended as a beginner’s introduction to
poetry writing.

Course format

Cost: £120 (payable in instalments)

Course dates: Saturday 17th October - Saturday 14th
November 2026

Number of participants: 12

Number of bursary places: 2.

Duration: 5 weeks

Workshop leader: lan Harker

Format: weekly workshops (Saturdays, 11lam - 2pm)
combining discussion, close reading, writing exercises, and
manuscript feedback

Final week: reading and celebration event



Participants will be encouraged to write in their own time
between sessions and bring developing work into the
workshop. A reading list of suggested works will be
provided by the tutor, and developed by the group during
the course. A suggested list of publication opportunities
will also be provided. Access Membership of the Leeds
Library during the course is available to give participants
access to an inspiring space to work in, and reference-only
access to the library’s collection, which includes an
extensive historic and contemporary poetry collection.

Course outline

The course will run for four in-person group sessions and a
celebratory reading, on Saturday 17th October, Saturday
24th October, Saturday 31st October, Saturday 7th
November, and Saturday 14th November, 11lam - 2pm at the
Leeds Library, 18 Commercial Street, Leeds. LS1 6AL.

Bursary places

Two free bursary places are available for participants on
low incomes who would otherwise be unable to attend.
Bursary places are allocated on a first-come, first-served
basis. Bursary places are not available to full- and part-time
students.



Those applying for a bursary place will not be asked to
provide evidence of their financial circumstances, and
bursary recipients will remain anonymous to other course
participants.

Applications for a bursary place will be open between
Wednesday 16 September and Wednesday 30"
September. Please email
enquiries[at]theleedslibrary.org.uk (replacing the square
brackets text with an @) for a chance for a bursary place,
which will be drawn at random.

Week

Activity

Participants will complete a creative questionnaire ahead of the first week,
including nominating a favourite poem & pamphlet to build a reading list.

Group introduction; discussion of results of creative questionnaire;
share a favourite pamphlet; share a favourite poem; writing exercise.

Identifying a personal theme - recurring concerns, obsessions,
images, subjects. Discussion of pamphlet approaches (see reading
list). Writing exercises.

Expanding the project. Sequencing: grouping poems. Sharing
progress and identifying gaps. What is your manuscript asking for
that doesn't yet exist? Writing exercises focused on generating the
missing poems.

Your audiences: submission opportunities for single poems &
pamphlet-length manuscripts. Performing your work live - a
practical workshop.

Celebration & reading.




Expected outcomes

By the end of the course, participants will have:

e a draft of a poetry pamphlet (approximately 15 - 36
pages)

« editorial feedback on the manuscript

e a stronger understanding of pamphlet structure and
sequencing

e a selection of poems prepared for performance and
submission

Workshop approach

The course is designhed as a rigorous but supportive
manuscript workshop.

Feedback as part of a small group of 12 will be:

e constructive

e attentive to the participants’ own interests and unique
creative approaches

o focused on strengthening both individual poems and
the manuscript as a whole

The course will not promote any single style or type of
poetry. Instead, it will help participants clarify and develop
the work they most want to make.





http://ianharker.co.uk/
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