
 

 

THE LEEDS LIBRARY ADOPT A BOOK SCHEME 2026 

 

Our Mission 

We are always working to ensure the long-term preservation of our books, and cleaning 

and conservation measures are completed in-house by staff and our fantastic volunteers, 

but some of the books require more complex work that can only be carried out by a trained 

bookbinder or paper conservator. 

Natural wear and tear contributed to the poor condition of some of our books, but the vast 

majority were damaged by atmospheric pollution during the industrialisation of Leeds in the 

early 19th century, and the introduction of gas lighting in the library in the latter part of the 

19th century. It wasn’t until well into the last century before the effects of gas on books, soft 

furnishings etc was fully realised. 

Our new Adopt a Book scheme allows you to donate money to have a book repaired or 

rebound. We will place a personalised book plate inside the cover or box to record your 

generosity. You can choose to have your name on the label, or you can dedicate the book 

to someone else. Adopting a Book can make a great gift for someone else or be a 

memorial for a loved one. Please speak to the Librarian for more information. 

You can also make a one-off payment, or a regular monthly donation by standing order 

towards the general costs of conservation. A simple rebinding can cost between £60 and 

£200, depending on the condition of the book and the work which needs doing, and a 

conservation bookbinder will be used for the older or more significant books. 

A list of books for conserving and the costs involved in their repair is at the Counter. If your 

chosen adopted book has already been selected by another member, please speak to the 

Librarian for ideas on an alternative work needing attention.  



 

 

Once we have received your payment, we will send your chosen book for repair. When it 

comes back, we will add a bookplate with your preferred name and contact you to let you 

know that you can see the book next time you are in the library. 

Your details: 

Name ………………………………………………. Membership No……………… 

 

Email…………………………………………………. 

 

Your adopted book number AAB………...…Donation amount £............................ 

 

Title……………………………………………..…Author……………………………………… 

 

Your name as you would like it to appear on your bookplate 

………………………………………………………….…….….. 

If you are adopting a book in somebody else's name, please enter their name here  

……………………………………………………………………..…….. 

Do you give permission for the library to publicise your donation in our newsletter? 

  No Yes    

I give permission to The Leeds Library to hold the information supplied in this form 

for the purposes of administrating the Adopt a Book Scheme. 

Signature……………………………………………….. Date………………………………….. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Library Use:  

Payment received: £….........................  Date:……………….…  Signed:……………………...………..  

  

Date donor informed of return of book …………….....…. Initials..................... 

Gift Aid declaration for UK tax payers

 

Charity Gift Aid Declaration – single donation   



 

 

 

Boost your donation by 25p of Gift Aid for every £1 you donate  

Gift Aid is reclaimed by the charity from the tax you pay for the current tax year. Your 

address is needed to identify you as a current UK taxpayer 

 

In order to Gift Aid your donation you must tick the box below:  

I want to Gift Aid my donation of £______________ to: THE LEEDS LIBRARY  

 

I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax 

in the current tax year than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations it is my 

responsibility to pay any difference.  

My Details         
Membership number_________________ 

  
Title _____________  First name or initial(s) __________________________  Surname ________________________ 

  
Full Home address ______________________________________________________________________________  
  
  
Postcode _________________________  Date _______________________________ 

      
Please notify the charity if you:   

• want to cancel this declaration   

• change your name or home address   

• no longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains  
  

If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional tax 

relief due to you, you must include all your Gift Aid donations on your Self-Assessment tax 

return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code.  

Please return this form to:  The Leeds Library  

18 Commercial Street 

Leeds 

LS1 6AL 

0113 2453071 enquiries@theleedslibrary.org.uk 
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